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  MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, FAIRVIEW SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

COOK COUNTY, IL 
FEBRUARY 18, 2020, 6:00 p.m. 

________________________________________________________ 
CALL TO ORDER, DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
President Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Roll was called by Secretary Brill.  The 
following members were present: 
 

Mary Anne Brown, President  
Vicki Goldberg, Vice President  
Jeff Brill, Secretary  
John Del Genio, Member 
Nora Downing, Member  
Shereen Lannoye, Member - ABSENT 
Aaron Schirmer, Member  

 
A quorum was determined.  Also present was Superintendent Whittaker.  A motion to move into Closed 
Session, for the purpose of discussion of information pertaining to the appointment, employment, 
dismissal, and evaluation of personnel [5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)], Closed Session minutes of January 21, 
2020 [5 ILCS 120/2(c)(21)] and Student Disciplinary Matters [5 ILCS 120/2(c)(9)] , was made by Vice 
President Goldberg and seconded by Board Member Schirmer to go into Closed Session at 6:01 p.m. 
The motion was approved by a roll call vote. 
 
AYES: Downing, Brill, Goldberg, Del Genio, Schirmer, Brown 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Lannoye 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Closed Session was adjourned at 7:02 p.m.  
 
At 7:04 p.m. the Board returned to Open Session and the meeting was recalled to order. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by President Brown. Chief School Business Official Feyerer, Principal Lopatka, 
Principal Larkin, and Recording Secretary Meske were in attendance, along with members of the 
audience. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 21, 2020 was made by Secretary 
Brill and seconded by President Brown. The motion was approved by a voice vote. 
 
AYES: Brill, Goldberg, Del Genio, Schirmer, Downing, Brown 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Lannoye 
ABSTAIN: None 
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APPROVAL OF BILLS 
The DABS check report, dated February 18, 2020, previously distributed to the Board, was presented 
for approval.  The grand total was $259,375.86. Board Member Schirmer made and Secretary Brill 
seconded a motion to approve the bills as presented on the current check register.  The Board thanked 
Mr. Feyerer for providing the Accounts Payable Highlights.  Mr. Feyerer, CSBO, noted there were two 
payments to North Shore Transportation this month.  The motion was approved by a roll call vote. 
 
AYES: Schirmer, Downing, Brill, Goldberg, Del Genio, Brown 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Lannoye 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
PTA REPORT 
Mrs. Mohip, PTA President, reported that the Book Fair was held and was a success. Follett, a new 
book company used this year, provided a wider selection of books from many publishers.  The online 
Spirit Wear store will reopen this week through March 6.  Multicultural night will be held Friday, March 
13.  New, more interactive activities will be available.  Children will get passports to have stamped by 
the different countries that will be represented. 
 
SCHOOL ACTIVITY REPORT AND GOOD NEWS 
Mr. Feyerer reported that Fairview had a great Wellness Week, with 60% of employees participating in 
a  health screening.  A healthy breakfast and Fairview pullovers were provided to all participants. 
Mrs. Downing reported the online signup for parent teacher conferences was a smooth and easy 
process.  Superintendent Whittaker shared kudos to Mark Fijor, Director of Technology, who earned 
the qualification of Certified Educational Technology Leader (CETL) from the Consortium of School 
Networking (CoSN).  Principal Lopatka held the first P.A.C. (Principal Advisory Committee) meeting. 5th 
- 8th grade students submitted applications to participate in this group that will meet once a month to 
discuss ways to strengthen our school and highlight programs at Fairview.  Principal Larkin shared that 
the first Kindergarten registration day was held, with 46 new kindergartners signing up.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Superintendent Whittaker shared a Superintendents’ Report, which will become a monthly report.  The 
report will give a snapshot of what the Superintendent does.  Among the items in the report, long and 
short term planning was discussed with Mr. Feyerer, CSBO, in regards to the growing enrollment and 
the possible need for additional classroom space in the future. In the next few months, architects will 
be interviewed to obtain qualifications and proposals. Teacher evaluations, community and Board 
relations were covered in the report. The Board approved of the format of this report, which is based 
on the general areas of focus for the year.  
 
The Administrative Team and the Education-Technology Committee reviewed the highlights of the 
2020-2021 Personnel Plan.  Annually, the staffing needs of the coming year are discussed. The FY21 
personnel plan is very similar to the current year.  The only change is the addition of an instructional 
coach, who would work with teachers to help provide differentiated instruction to students with 
different academic abilities.  
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS/ REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 
Education-Technology Committee chairperson, Vice President Goldberg, reported on the February 13, 
2020 meeting.  Technology Director Fijor presented technology updates, including Mystery Skype, 
virtual field trips and the filtering tool being used to monitor students’ tech usage. The principals 
provided building updates, including the first Coffee with the Principals, where the Skokie Police 
Department answered questions on school safety.  Parent-Teacher Conference online sign up is going 
smoothly.  A very successful student driven food drive provided food to a local food pantry.  The FY21 
Personnel Plan was discussed.  The minutes of the November 4, 2019 committee meeting were 
approved. 
 
Finance-Personnel Committee chairperson, Secretary Brill, reported on the February 5, 2020 meeting, 
where the FY21 Personnel Plan was reviewed.  The committee supported the addition of the 
instructional coach position.  The future needs for increased classroom space was discussed. Closed 
session matters were discussed.  The minutes of the January 16, 2020 committee meeting were 
approved. 
 
ED-RED representative, President Brown, reported on recent ED-RED events.  Director Sarah Hartwick 
is busy reviewing bills and engaging schools in the area, learning how they will be affected by the bills. 
There is a bill regarding TIFs and new guidelines for TIFs.  The Member meeting was February 7, 2020.  
 
NTDSE representative, Vice President Goldberg, reported there was not a meeting held in February. 
 
PTA Liaison Del Genio attended the February 12, 2020 PTA General meeting.  Mr. Del Genio shared 
news from the January 21, 2020 Board Meeting.  A bid for the replacement auditorium air conditioning 
was approved.  A Memorandum of Understanding with NTDSE, for the renovation of Molloy, was 
presented.  School fees for FY21 will remain the same, with no increases. 
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
President Brown reported that there were two Freedom of Information requests received this month, 
and they were both responded to accordingly.  
 
INFORMATION ITEMS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Notes of thanks were read from Krisitina Li Rosi and Emily McBean.  
 
Two emails, from the same concerned Fairview parent, were read.  
 

1. The first addressed that her husband signed a petition to have the school board 
president removed from office.  The individual had presented some information about test scores and 
bullying, insisting the husband sign the petition.  Having no issues with Fairview, the husband regrets 
signing the petition. They would like his name removed from the petition, as they have no issue with 
Fairview and believe it is a wonderful school for their kids. 
 

2. The second email, from the same parent, wanted to clarify that after talking to her 
husband, he said he thought he was signing a petition to get anti-bullying procedure in place and to 
get information about test scores.  He did not know it was to remove the school board president.  Not 
knowing how seriously the petition is looked at, the concerned parent wanted to make known, in her 
opinion,  that some families may have signed the petition under false pretenses. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There was no public comment heard at this meeting. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Vice President Goldberg made and Board Member Schirmer seconded a motion to: 
 

A. Approve the FY21 Personnel Plan 
 
The motion was approved by a roll call vote. 
 

AYES: Del Genio, Downing, Brill, Goldberg, Schirmer, Brown 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Lannoye 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Board Member Del Genio made and President Brown seconded a motion to: 
 

B. Approve the Personnel Report, which included: 
 

● Approve 5-year extension of Superintendent Whittaker’s contract 
● Approve 5-year extension of Chief School Business Official Feyerer’s contract 
● Approve resignation of Certified Staff member, Ashley Erickson 
● Approve a leave of absence for Certified Staff member #9846 

 
The motion was approved by a roll call vote. 

 
AYES: Goldberg, Downing, Brill, Del Genio, Schirmer, Brown 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Lannoye 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Vice President Goldberg made and Board Member Schirmer seconded a motion to: 
 

C. Approve Memorandum of Understanding with NTDSE, for the renovation of Molloy. 
 
The motion was approved by a roll call vote. 
 

AYES: Del Genio, Downing, Brill, Goldberg, Schirmer, Brown 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Lannoye 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 
Vice President Goldberg asked if there is anything the Board Members can do to support Fairview’s 
hosting of the Spring IASB dinner meeting on March 18, 2020.  Superintendent Whittaker shared that it 
would be great if members would assist students with providing tours of our school with the guests.  As 
guests will be coming from all over, it is a good opportunity to showcase Fairview! 
 






